
Valley Forge Elementary School 
PTO Executive Board Meeting 

 
Minutes March 7, 2014  9:30 am  VFES Conf. Rm 
 
Meeting Called By  Heather Bittenbender 
Type Of Meeting  PTO Executive Board Meeting 
Facilitator   Heather Bittenbender 
Communications VP Anna Salvati (minutes taken by H. Bittenbender) 
Attendees Becky Wills, Heather Bittenbender, Monica Moore, 

Angel McAveney, Stacey Pellegrini, Tarin Cataldo, 
Kim Kerns, Elayne Schmidt, Rujuta Mandelia (via 
telephone) 
   

 
AGENDA TOPICS 
Call to Order/Welcome     Heather Bittenbender 
 
Vice President     Rujuta Mandelia (via phone) 
Rujuta reported that all Spring Fair Chairpersons are in place.  While backup 
Chairpersons for Entertainment and Games would be helpful, it is not 
mandatory.  The first ever logo contest yielded ten amazing entries and the 
winning entry will be used throughout the promotion of the Fair.  The next 
Committee meeting will be March 14;  weekly meetings will commence in April.   
The treasurers and Heather will research the number of bonded individuals we 
need for cash management purposes the day of the fair.   
 
Principal’s Report      Becky Wills 
Discussion 
Class Reports: Please see attached for February 2014 Team Updates. 
Becky shared that Elissa Sullivan, Librarian, has announced her retirement.  The 
PTO will work on a retirement gift and Tarin will begin work on a gift from the 
Publishing Center.  
The second grade will enjoy their annual Rain Forest mural painting in March 
and the fourth grade will walk to VFMS to see their production of “The Wizard 
of Oz” on March 20.  Additionally, the PSSA’s are re-scheduled for March 25-
April 1, with one hour of testing per day.  
Becky reviewed TE School District Policy 1124 regarding advertising.  PTO is a 
class B and can send home much fundraiser information; however, we are 
limited with what can go home with the children via their red folders.   
Becky most importantly presented her “Gifts to School Proposal” to the 
Executive Board.  The Board members will review accordingly and proceed with 
budget formulation for the next school year.  (please see attached) 
 
 



Vice President of School Services    Monica Moore 
Discussion 
Monica shared updates on the February bake and snack sales that were held on 
the Parent-Teacher Conference days.  There was discussion on raising the prices 
of the pretzels for the 2015 sale to $1/pretzel as well as creating signage for the 
snack prices to help the younger children and relieve congestion at the snack 
tables.  Snack sales raised more money that traditional baked goods sales;  it 
seems the children like sugar.   
The Chairpersons’ Brunch will be held on Friday June 6 at Heather 
Bittenbender’s home.  Invitations, menu, and other to do’s will be discussed in 
due time.  
 
Vice President of Socials     Angel McAveney 
Discussion 
Angel reported that 95 bowlers enjoyed the annual Bowling Party, held on 
Wednesday, February 26 at Devon Lanes.  Pizza Bingo has been rescheduled to 
Friday March, 14 and the Adult Social will be held on Saturday, March 22?? at 
Landmark Americana in Wayne.   
 
Vice President of Fundraising     Stacey Pellegrini 
No report.  
 
Publishing Center Coordinator     Tarin Cataldo 
No report. 
 
Treasurer’s Report      Kim Kerns and Elayne Schmidt 
Discussion 
Kim and Elayne reported that the Audubon Center will receive its money from 
its partnership with the second grade during the class field trip this spring.  The 
Board was reminded that check requests are submitted to Kim (Treasurer), while 
deposits and cash box requests are submitted to Elayne (Asst. Treasurer).  A 
reminder of this procedure will be placed in the next Falcon.  Also, Elayne is 
editing the PTO Deposit form to improve it and clarify some points and will 
bring a draft to our next Executive Board meeting.   
 
President       Heather Bittenbender 
Discussion 
Heather reported that the 2014-2105 Board has the following vacancies:  VP 
Clubs and Communications Coordinator.  Heather will serve as President for 
next year as well.  
 
Adjournment 
Heather Bittenbender adjourned the meeting at 11:22 am.  
 

 


